CHAPTER XIV
THE INVASION OF INDIA :  DELHI

WHEN the news of the battle of Karnal reached Delhi, the capable Kotwal
of the city, Hajji Fulad Khan, took effective measures to prevent any panic
or outbreaks of lawlessness, and endeavoured to put the city into a state
of defence.1

When Tahmasp Khan Jalayir and Sa'adat Khan reached the gates
of Delhi, they found them closed against them. They thereupon sent
to the Governor, Lutfullah Khan, the shiqqa or order from the Emperor
and Nadir's raqam> with the result that Lutfullah Khan opened the gates
and delivered up to Tahmasp Khan the keys of the fortress and those of
the treasuries and store-houses.2

Preparations were then begun for the reception of the Emperor and
Nadir Shah.

Meanwhile the two monarchs were on their way to the capital; travel-
ling via Panipat, Sonepat and Narela, they reached the Shalimar gardens,
just outside Delhi, on the 7th Dhu'l-Hijja (i 8th March). On the follow-
ing day, the Shah " gave leave " to the Emperor to enter the city, in order
to enable him to prepare for his reception.3 Nadir himself remained in
the Shalimar gardens till the 9th Dhu'l-Hijja (2Qth March), when he made
his entry into Delhi in great state. The streets were lined with troops,4
and the Shah's procession was headed by 100 elephants on each of which
several jazayirckis were mounted. Nadir himself was on horseback,
and when he reached the fortress and dismounted, the cannon thundered
forth a salute.5

t The Emperor received Nadir with great pomp and ceremony and gave
him costly presents. Mirza Mahdi gives an exaggerated and distorted
account of what occurred. The Emperor, according to him, " spread
the table of humility for the feast of hospitality."6 Nadir, in return,
thanked the Emperor for his attentions and informed him that he was,

1 Anand Ram, fol. 172 (b). The letter from Surat which was published in the London Daily
Post of 23rd November, 1739, states that " the traitor Saadul-Cawn (sic) was sent with
an army of 24,000 men to Dflly where they shut the gates against him, but he, with his
usual perfidy, telling them that the Mogul.. . had beaten Nadir Shah and was in pursuit
of him, gained admittance." In the Jauhar-i-Sam?am (fol. 53 (b)), Nasrullah is said to
a seat to Delhi with 5,000 horsemen, under the guidance of Sa'adat Khan who
, fellow-countryman, had become a friend of the enemy and increased his dignity."
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